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ual opinion and individual conduct that did not conform tc
the conventional notions of the community. On the othei
hand, America's favorite libertarian institution, freedom of
the press, which was of English origin, was a source of
danger. A free press, an excellent instrument for opposing
tyrannical government, was itself, once a free government
had been established, an instrument of tyranny. It reflected
the vices, the capricious interests, the pecuniary cupidity
of the commercial class whose members controlled it, and by
the blackguardism of its attacks put down all opposition.
Soon after the publication of the books on France and Eng-
land in which these two unpopular theories appeared, Cooper
was to experience what he regarded as the tyranny of an
American community and the tyranny of the press. He had
been right about life in America, but perhaps in part because
he had foreseen its dangers, which were of the kind more
likely to befall the man who is aware of them than the one
who does not know that they exist
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